work on centering the sound for
resonance and support.Young sing-
ers sometimes just need to hear
other high school students with
great core and resonance 1o know
what {s expected.

= Articuation: Pair articulation with
agility to achieve clarity and accu-
racy. Kinesthetic motions should
be paired with most warm-ups
and used while learning repertoire.
The more physically involved the
singers are, the more measurable
their progress. Teach them ali the
correct terminology: diphthong, syl-
labic stress, elision, fricatives, voiced
censcnants, messg di voce and so
on. Students enjoy learning these
terms, which are fun and relevant
to their music-making.

When all of these concepts are
in play, the resuit is a free, natural,
energized, vibrant sound. The better
our singing, the easier it becomes,
and the more singers will enjoy
their sound, as individuals and an
ensemble. Students want to achieve
excellence, and conductors need to
gain the skills required in order to
equip them to mest this goal.

NOTES

. Holt, Michele and james jordan, The
School Choral Progrom. Chicago, IL GIA
Publications, 2008. 113

2. Conable, Barbara. Whar Every Musician
Needs to Know about the Body: The
FPractical Application of Body Mapping
and the Alexander Technigue to Making
Music, rev. ed. Portland, OR: Andover
Press, 2000.

3. Buchanan, Heather and Matthew Mehaffey,
Teaching Music through Performance in
Choir Vol, 2. Chicago, IL. GIA Publications,
2007.114.
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Junior High/
Middle School
Choirs

TomT. Shelton Jr, National Chair

Celebrating the Music of
G. F Handel with
Middle School/junior High Choirs

by
Maribeth Yoder-White

and Tom Shelton

" Handel is the greatest compaoser
who ever fived. | would bare my
head and kneel at his grave.

—Ludwig van Beethoven

2 he respect engendered in
this quote by Beethoven
highlights the impact of
George Frederic Handei on

the musical world, As one of the most

prolific composers of all time, Handel's
contributions to the cratorio genre
are unrivaled. April 14, 2009, marks the
250th anniversary of Handel's death. His
popularity and immense body of work
have led many modern composers, and
music scholars,to edit and arrange Han-
del's pieces for multiple voicings. Many
of these editions and arrangements
are suitable for middle school choral
ensembles.

Careful analysis of Handels reper
toire prior to instruction aliows choral

Maribeth Yoder-White has taught
choral music at the middie school and
university level. She currently serves
as a music education consitant.

Pleasa contact us today for mare informetion on any
aof our festivals listed er other performance tours,

1-(800)-922-3976
www.world-projects.com
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directors to determine effective instruc-
ticnal techniques that enhance and cul-
tivate stylistic singing. Studying a Handel
composition may initially seem daunting
for middle school singers, but inclusion
of even a single piece of music dur
ing the school year offers opportunity
for broadening the choral experience.
Additionally, a study of Handel's music
affords the learner an opportunity to
simultaneously explore and develop
muitiple musical and non-musical skills
and understandings.
For example, students might:

» Research Handel's life, including his
birth/death dates; country of birth

Performance Tours,
Bands CllOil'S,

Orchestras

» From anywhere to everywhere! » Sightseeing and fun

« Performances arranged in Great Britain, ireland, Europe,
North Americz, Australia, New Zealend & Asia

* Experienced tour managers * include any music festivai
15% Niagara Infernational Music Festival
{Choirs, bands & orchestras} July 7-11, 09, ‘10, ‘11

2009 Conductor Francisco Nunez

Music and Choral Festivals, Vienna

June 20-29, July 4-6, July 11-E4, ‘0% « Juky 3-7, 10-13, 10
Salzburg Music Festivals, Austria June 25-28,
July 25, 913,09 o Mar 1822, June 24-27, July §-11,'10
International Youth Music Festival, Bavaria
July 7-12, 69, July ‘10

Aberdeen International Youth Festival, Scotfand
July 31-4ug 10,09, '10, 11 :

Waorld Choir | Rome Budapest
Games, China {June & Julyveardy | April 59, ‘08
}Ul}" 15-26, ‘10 Venice

Contact My

ARTS BUREAL
Lois Harper, B4 MEd, ARCE, President
Arts Bureau for the Continents
200-815 Taylor Creek Rd.,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1C 171

TF: 800-267-8526 « www.abe.ca
Fax; 613-236-2636 * E-mail: lois@abeca

and life; marriage; children; and
cutture (clothing, beliefs, struggles,
customs, music, etc.). Extend by
having students write a biographi-
cal sketch; compare/contrast other
works by Handel and create a
timeline of Handel's life. Explore
various ways of presenting the
information uncovered, includ-
ing interviews {another student
interviews the student portraying
Handel); dramatic presentations;
creating dramas about Handel's
life; writing reports and then hav-
ing other students read the report
for comprehension; and creating
timelines of the Barogue period,
- including events and other people
of interest.

* Investigate historical background of
compositions (e.g, impetus, infiu-
ences, etc.).

-« Analyze the story—{whc, what, where,

when, how, etc; character, plot,
theme, style), Have students write
about what they imagine might hap-
pen next in the story.

» Analyze the lyrics for when were they
written, who wrote them, what
was the impetus for writing them,
what meaning and emotion are
expressed, efc.

+ Create a vocabulary or word wall
that includes words from lyrics and
musical terminology.

* Analyze meledic, intervallic, and rhyth-
mic content of each wvoice part
and represent findings via musical
terminclogy (e.g, range, tessiturg).

Additionally, many Handel pieces
provide opportunity for instrumental
accompaniment, thereby adding interest
and variety to programming, and offering

further challenge to singers.

The following are suggested works by
Handel appropriate for middle school
ensermbles of various voicings.

Unison

“Art Thou Troubled?” {from Rodelinda),
Handel/Bartle, Hinshaw HMCI143|
(with keyboard or string parts)

"He Shall Feed His Hock” (from Mes-
siak), Handel/Burkhardt, Morningstar
MSM-50-9404

“How Beautiful are the Feet of Them"
{from Messiah), Handel/Rao, Boosey &
Hawkes M-051-46702-0

O lLet the Merry Bells Ring Handel/Rao,
Boosey & Hawkes OCTBE509

“O Thou That Tellest Good Tidings 1o
Zion' (from Messiak), Handel/Banksan,
Morningstar MSM-50-1306

“Where'er You Walld' (from Semele),
Handel/Cough-Leighter, EC Schirmer
426 (orchestra parts available)

SA

“Ormbra Mai Fu” (from Serse) and "Las-
cia Ch'io Pianga” (from Rinaldo), Handel/
Stroope, Alliance AMPO6GT (with Key-
board or Strings)

“Lascia Ch'io Planga” and “Bel Piacere,”
Handel/Perry, Shawnee Press EG320

“Let's Imitate Her Note Above” {from

Alexander's feast), Handel/Hines, Law-
son-Gould LG52612

T8

"Sing for joy!" (from Judas Maccabeus),
Handel/Spevacek, Heritage 15/2356H
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